
[image: image1.jpg]zines is their capability to be used for
both the 7.65mm and 9mm cartridges.
All early magazines are so marked and
may be used in either caliber pistol.

The lowest serial number pistol observed with
the first-style address, second variation, is number
4430, a commercial model in 7.65mm. The magazine is
the same as described above.

Shortly after production of Ortgies pistols started
in 1919, Heinrich Ortgies passed away. Soon after his
death, manufacture of his pistols was resumed by the
Deutsche Werke Aktiengesellschaft, with a Berlin
address. Whether this Berlin address is that of the
home office or a manufacturing plant has not been
determined.Only a few thousand pistols will be found
with the Berlin slide address, however. This trarisi-
tion occurred between pistol serial number 13830,
which has the Ortgies & Co. address, and pistol
serial number 15894, which bears the address:

Ortgies - Patent

Deutsche Werke Aktiengesellschaft Berlin
or simply D.W.A. Berlin for short. This address is the
second-style slide address found on Ortgies pistols.

Serial number 15894, a 7.65mm pistol, is a cuta-
way: This is serialed in the consecutive series but is
not proofed or otherwise marked on the frame. On the
right side of the slide is engraved O.P. Hbg. The
significance of this marking is not known except for
the “Hbg.,” which is the abbreviation for the city of
Hamburg, Germany. This cutaway pistol could
possibly have been a sample sent to the Hamburg
police department for a training aid or as an ar-

morer’s instructional weapon.

A number consisting of one to three digits may
have once been engraved after the 0.P.Hbg. mark-
ing. Pistol serial number 13830 also has this identi-
cally engraved marking, O.P.Hbg., on the right
side of its slide with the addition of the number 931,

A sectioned 7.65mm
. pistol, serial 15894. It
bears the marking “O.P.
Hbg" on the left side
of the slide, indicating
probable police or oth-
er official ownership.
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A slightly later 7.65mm pistol, serial 4430. (Inset) "HO"
(Heinrich Ortgies) logo inset in grip.

reading O.P. Hbg. 931. On the cutaway this section
has been removed to expose the action, so, if there
ever was a number, it shall remain lost forever. No
other markings are on the right side of this pistol
other than the Crown “N” nitro proof mark.

It appears that “Ortgies & Co.” manufactured only
7.65mm pistols—there may be other calibers but I
have not seen any to date. The original Ortgies in-
struction booklet, however, lists all three calibers,
6.35mm, 7.65mm and 9mm.

How long the Deutsche Werke Aktiengesellschaft
manufactured pistols with the Berlin address is un-
known, but it must have been a short time only.
Whether a pistol of 6.35mm was manufactured there
is not known; I have in my collection Berlin marked
pistols only in 7.65mm and 9mm and
have serious doubts as to whether any

6.35mm pistols were manufactured
with the Berlin address. A 6.35mm
pistol serial number 282 in my collec-
tion bears D.W.A. markings with an Erfurt
address (yes, | have both 7.65mm and 6.35mm pistols
with the same serial number, 282). x

The earliest Berlin addressed pistol I have is the]
cutaway. The second Berlin addressed pistol I havei
serial number 20515, which is a 9mm commercial,
This is the lowest 9mm serial number I have observel
to date. This pistol is unusual as it is the first Ortgies
to use a screw to fasten the grips to the frame. Also,i
does not have a button safety, nor did it ever haveor
This is one of two pistols known with the grip
and may be a prototype. Button safety pistols
later in the late 28,000 serial range.





[image: image2.jpg]Right side view of a7.65mm
pistol, serial 13830, which
also bears an “O.P. Hbg.
931" issue marking.

{ The third Berlin addressed pistol I have is serial

‘number 23865, a 7.65mm Czechoslovakian contract
B gun with Czech proofs. These proofs are stamped into
E the slide on the left side in front of the serrations, and
" consist of the number 3344, a standing lion and the
% pumber 38. No other markings are found on this
b pistol.
b\, The fourth Berlin addressed pistol I have is serial
| pumber 28902, a 9mm contract with Czechoslova-

kian proofs. These proof marks differ from the above
* contract as follows: The left side of the slide is marked
_ behind the serrations with the numeral 8, followed by
| astanding lion and lastly by the numeral 4. The right
' side of the frame trigger guard is marked with the

numerals 22, and near the front of the trigger guard

appear the intertwined letters CRS. This pistol hasa

button safety and is the lowest serial number pistol

observed with this feature. The finish on this gun is

rust blue, as are all of the others, but the metal parts

were not highly polished before bluing

as the other pistols were. It is more or

less a military finish, and this is the

only pistol observed with this military

finish on it.

The fifth Berlin addressed pistol in my collection is
serial number 30537, in 7.65mm caliber. On'the left
side of the slide is the date 1920 followed by the letter
8 within a circle. This date and letter combination
is also found on Luger pistols: Some Luger collectors
believe these marks were put on by Simson Factory,
and the date represents the year the pistol was re-
paired or reworked by Simson. However, it may also
stand for Spandau Arsenal. Close examination re-
veals nothing—all of the forged and machined parts
are properly marked and appear to be original. This
does not prove it was not repaired, however. Another
theory is the date may have been put on by plant

security identifying it as one of theirs. Take

your pick as to which theory you wish to

believe at this time—possibly at a future

date we will find the true meaning of it.

Another interesting feature of this pistol is the

heat temper blue trigger. This pistol is one of two

examples 1 have observed with the offcolor trigger.
Both of them appear factory original.

The sixth Berlin addressed pistol I have is serial
number 30872, a 9mm contract. This pistol is a
Czechoslovakian contract gun with proof marks
again different than the two Czech pistols described
previously. The slide on this pistol has no Czech proof
marks at all—they are all on the frame. On the right
side of the frame, on the trigger guard, the number 22
and intertwined initials CRS are found. On the left
side of the frame the trigger guard is marked with the
numeral 1. The rear of the frame above the squeeze
safety has a two-line marking: The upper line is
marked 46 P; the lower line is the number 108. There
are no other Czechoslovakian proof marks on this
pistol. All of the Czechoslovakian pistols have rust
blue magazines with them, while all commercial pis-
tols (after, approximately, serial number 12,000)
have nickel plated magazines.

Somewhere between serial numbers 30872 and
37373 Ortgies pistols appeared with the Erfurt slide
address of Deutsche Werke, Aktiengesellschaft. This
new slide legend reads:

Ortgies’ Patent.
Deutsche Werke Aktiengesellschaft
Werk Erfurt.
This new address is a three-line address which we
will refer to as the third-style address. No markings
are found on the right side of the slide except the
Crown N” nitro proof mark. I have observed a pistol

An early example bearing
the Berlin address, serial
20515, in 9mm. Note the
grip retaining screw.
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[image: image3.jpg](serial number 29078) with an Erfurt third-style ad-
dress. You will note an overlap in serial numbers
with the Berlin second-style address on pistol serial
number 30872. It is possible the new slide address
was in use before the Berlin marked slides were used
up. Another possibility is that Berlin pistols were
manufactured in Berlin at a plant which was later
moved to Erfurt. The Erfurt addressed pistol serial
number 29078 is a 7.65mm with a button safety; the
left side of the slide is marked 1920 S.

Deutsche Werke Aktiengesellschaft in Erfurt was
the last place of manufacture, and Ortgies pistols
were produced there until 1924. Pistols were man-
ufactured in all three calibers, 6.35mm, 7.65mm and
9mm Kurz, with third-style slide addresses on them.
Also manufactured were pistols with button safeties
on them in 7.65mm and 9mm. I do not know if a
button safety pistol was ever manufactured in
6.35mm—I doubt it. Pistols equipped with button
safeties are very rare.

Somewhere between serial number 48317 and se-
rial number 59147 a fourth slide address appeared. It
read:

DEUTSCHE WERKE AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT* WERK ERFURT

ORTGIES PATENT

We shall refer to this marking as the fourth-style
slide address. The right side of the slide is unmarked
except for the Crown “N” nitro proof mark. Pistol
serial number 59147 is a 9mm button safety model,
while pistol serial number 61765 has a button safety
also, but is in 7.65mm.

Somewhere between serial number 66384 and se-
rial number 70949 the fourth-style slide address
transition pistol appeared. It is similar to the earlier
fourth-style slide address pistols with only two minor
differences: The wooden grips now bear the new
medallion of the couchant cat with its tail curving
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Czech contract 9mm, serial 28902. (Insets)
Detail of the Czech proofs and (right) those
found on an earlier Czech 7.65mm pistol,
serial 23865.
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upwards over its head, while the nitro proof mark on
the slide has been moved upwards to above the ex-
tractor, near the ejection port. Everything else is
identical to the fourth-style address pistols. I have
observed no button safety pistols with a number four
transition address, and I doubt if any exist.

Somewhere between serial number 71173 and se-
rial number 74865, the fifth-style slide address ap-
peared. This is the last and final slide address found
on Ortgies pistols, and it was used until production
ceased in 1924. The last style of stamping features a
one-line address with the new Ortgies emblem of a
couchant cat with its tail curved upwards over its
head. Some observers mistake this emblem for a writ-
ten letter “D.” This slide address reads:

DEUTSCHE WERKE WERKE ERFURT

on the left side of the slide. The right side of the slide
is marked:

ORTGIES’ PATENT

This address, like the fourth-style address is marked
in small type but in all capital letters. The crown "N
nitro proof mark on the slide has been moved up:
wards to above the extractor, near the ejection port.
This final slide address is the type most frequently
encountered—pistols were manufactured in all three
calibers, 6.35mm, 7.65mm and 9mm. However, no
button safety pistols were manufactured with the
fifth-style address. All factory nickel plated Ortgies
pistols were manufactured with the fifth-style ad-
dress, in both bright and matte nickel. There are als,
some minor variations to be found in this group,
which will be described later.
Ortgies serial numbers are now no longer a mys|
tery. Pistols of 7.65mm and 9mm are numbered to;
gether in a consecutive serial range. Pistols
6.35mm are numbered consecutively in their o
serial range. All pistols noted to date bear this





[image: image4.jpg]tgies production figures are no longer a mystery
;. No original factory production figures are
flable, but a safe guess would be approximately
000 pistols of 7.65mm and 9mm combined, plus
oximately 185,000 pistols of 6.35mm, for a total
tion of approximately 435,000 pistols man-
in all calibers at all plants. Though thisisa
serial numbers thus observed bear this out.
B highest 7.65 mm serial number observed is
98, a blue finish commercial pistol. Highest
@5mm serial number observed is 182625, a matte
kel finish commercial pistol.

A note of interest: Pistol serial number 241309, a
ue 7.65mm commercial for export, has the full se-
gl number stamped into the magazine floor plate.
8 had to be stamped before the magazine was
embled and plated, so it is factory marked. The
on is why? No other Ortgies pistols observed
Phave the magazine serialed to the gun.

% The following serial number ranges listed are only
lassumptions by the author, but should provide a rea-
pnable indication of the number of 7.65mm and
Bmm pistols bearing the various addresses:

e

Approximate Serial Ranges

§ 7.65mm and 9mm

—— e e

Approximate
quantities

First-style address,

first variation

up to serial no. 4,000 =
First-style address,

second variation

serial no. 4,000 to serial

no. 15,000 =
Second-style address

serial no. 15,000 to

serial no. 30,000 with overlaps =
Third-style address

serial no. 30,000 to

serial no. 55,000 =

11,000

15,000

25,000

Fourth-style address

serial no. 55,000 to
serial no. 70,000 =
Fourth-style address (transition)
serial no. 70,000 to
serial no. 74,000

15,000

4,000

Fifth-style address
serial no. 74,000 to
serial no. 249,000

175,000

The 6.35mm Ortgies
To date I have never seen or heard of a 6.35mm

A very early 7.65mm pistol to
have a button safety, serial
30537. Note unusual '1920"
date on slide.

A7 .65mm pistol with the third-
style slide address, serial
48317. Note “Made in Ger-
many" stamped into the grip,
indicating it was destined for
export.

A button safety 9mm pistol
with the fourth-style slide ad-
dress, serial 59147.

pistol with a first- or a second-style slide address. The
earliest 6.35mm pistol I have is serial number 282,
which bears the third-style address.

Somewhere between serial number 754 and serial
number 9776 the fourth-style slide address appeared.
You will note the large gap between these two pistols.
It is my belief that few pistols of this caliber were
imported into this country and probably few were
exported by Germany to any country outside the cen-
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[image: image5.jpg]tral European area. As a result, this little pistol is
scarce. Very few are found exhibited or for sale at gun
shows, and they are rarely offered for sale in trade
publications. Attrition should account for a few pis-
tols, however they seem to be missing in quantity.
I have not seen or heard of any pistols of 6.35mm
with the fourth-style transition markings on them. I
doubt if any were made. Somewhere between serial
number 26460 and serial number 29448 the fifth-
style slide address came into use. It is the same as
described in the 7.65mm and 9mm section.

Approximate Serial Ranges
6.35mm

Approximate
quantities

Third-style address

up to serial no. 8,000 =
Fourth-style address

serial no. 8,000 to

serial no. 27,000 =
Fifth-style address

serial no. 27,000 to

serial no. 183,000 ==

8,000

19,000

156,000

Third- and fourth-style slide address pistol quantities
are just guesses by the author, and numbers may
vary by a few thousand pistols. So far, too few have
been examined by me to narrow the gap.

A note of interest: The crown "N" nitro proof mark
on the slide of 6.35mm pistol serial number 11933 is
located on the lower right rear corner of the slide
behind the serrations and not in the usual place. This
is one of two 6.35mm pistols I have examined marked
with the crown “N” on the lower corner of the slide.
All other 6.35mm pistols observed have the crown
“N” nitro proof mark in the usual location as de-
scribed in the 7.65mm and 9mm section.

Another note of interest: 6.35mm pistol serial
number 21075 has a lower case letter a underneath
the serial number, the significance of which is un-
known at this time. I have not observed any other
Ortgies pistol with a lower case letter underneath the
serial number. This pistol has a fourth-style slide
address with the “HO" marked grips and is definitely
an early gun. Some European manufacturers add a
letter to a serial number to denote a modification
or a production change. I have examined this pistol
closely and cannot find any change or modification.
This does not mean a change or modification does not
exist, however.

Button Safety Pistols
Button safety Ortgies pistols are very rare, and few
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ORTGIES & C8- ERFURT
ORTGIES* PATENT

Ortgies & CErfurt *
Ortgies Patent

OrtgiasFatent,

Doutsche Werke Akniengeselischaft,
Werk Erfurt.

Detail of slide markings on Erfurt-made 7.65mm and 9mm
Ortgies pistols. Earliest is at the top.

are ever found for sale. You will find them in 7.65mm
and 9mm only and only with second-, third- and
fourth-style slide addresses. The button safety’s fune
tion is unique. It does not block the sear, or the striker
from hitting the primer. It merely blocks the squeezs
safety from being pressed forward, while the squeess
safety blocks the sear bar. Since all Ortgies pistols
are equipped with a squeeze safety, this additonal
button safety must have resulted from a request fror !
customers or prospective customers for a more sec
loaded pistol. The button safety was a made-to-o
feature, hence its rarity.

The wooden grips of a button safety pistol are fs
tened with a screw through the frame rather than
clamp used on most Ortgies pistols. The wooden gri
are inletted to accept the button safety which sli
up and down, and the frame is machined to accept
The frame is marked with the letter F indicati

“feuer” or fire and the button safety itself has
letter S, marked below the button, exposed
the pistol is on safe. To make the pistol ready to
the button safety is slid downward, whereby the
ter “S” is now covered by the wooden grip. The I
"S" stands for “sicherung” or safety. The slide i
has a notch milled into it above the button safety,





[image: image6.jpg]i the safety when it is slid upwards to block the
safety. The notch on early production button
pistols is about 2.5mm deep. As production
finued, the notch became shallower, until late
jon where the depth of the notch will be about
1. The button safety is a ball of about .233
or 5.9mm serrated horizontally. The serra-
i§ are all h‘and cut and will vary from seven lines
1 lines.

sted below are some button safety pistols in my

Button Safety Pistols

cond-style address
hoslovakia contract. 9mm
tary finish. Lowest serial
fnumber button safety observed.
Slide marked 1920 S. 7.65 mm
tommercial. Heat temper blue
trigger.

serial no. 28902

serial no. 30537

h-style address
£.380 (9mm) commercial for
[ export.
7.65mm commercial for export.
65mm commercial for export.
(Highest known serial number
" button safety to date.)

serial no. 59147

serial no. 61765
serial no. 66384

g Finishes

¥ Ortgies pistols and long runs, regardless of caliber,
re all European rust blued, the exceptions being
the nickel plated pistols. Two pistols I have in my
wllection have a heat temper blue trigger—the bal-
ince of these two pistols are rust blue. These two are
only Ortgies observed with the off-color trigger.
Pistol serial number 30537 is a second-style address,
button safety, 7.65mm with the slide marked 1920 S.
Pistol serial number 48317 is a third-style address
656mm commercial model for export.

Some Ortgies pistols were nickel plated, some in
bright nickel and some in matte nickel. Bright nickel
Iplated pistols were the first produced: They were
made in both 6.35mm and 7.65mm for the commer-
market. All nickel plated pistols were manufac-
['tured at Erfurt and all bear the fifth-style slide ad-
ldress. The earliest 6.35mm bright nickel plated pistol
observed is serial number 46531, and the latest
§.35mm observed is serial number 180699. Why the
gap in serial numbers is a mystery. A pos-
y could be nickel plating was done to order,
hence its rarity. I have seen only three bright nickel

Very early 6.35mm (25 ACP),
serial 282, which has a
slightly shorter slide than
later versions.

plated pistols of 6.35mm to date; and the 7.65mm
bright nickel plated pistol is even rarer—I've seen
only one that is factory original.  have never seen or
heard of one in 9mm—they could exist, however.
Bright nickel plated pistols are found with heat
temper blue trigger, extractor, takedown button and
grip retainer. Barrels and sears were left in the
white.

Matte nickel plated pistols were manufactured
near the end of production in 1924. All matte nickel
plated pistols bear the fifth-style slide address and
are found in both 6.35mm and 7.65mm—I have never
seen or heard of one in 9mm. Matte nickel plated
pistols are found with heat temper straw colored trig-
ger, extractor, takedown button and magazine catch.
Barrels and sears were left in the white.

A word of warning to the collector. Many of the
Ortgies pistols examined by the author that were
plated were not factory work but rather backyard and
gunsmith reworks. Beware the phony—no chrome
plated pistols were ever produced at the factory.

Engraving

1 have in my collection a salesman’s sample Ortgies
pistol engraved on one side of the slide only. The
engraving is not of first quality. This is the only
factory engraved Ortgies known to date. The serial
number is 12907 and the slide address is first-style,
second variation. I doubt the existence of any other
factory engraved Ortgies pistols—I have heard of
them, but to date I have never examined one. You
must remember Ortgies pistols were produced after
World War One when the economies of Germany and
much of the rest of the world were near chaos. Thus
very few frills were offered or asked for as German
arms manufacturers pushed sales of standard guns to
relieve unemployment and bring needed cash into
their country. However, pistols already purchased by
new owners could be sent to custom engravers to be
engraved to individual taste. To date [ have not been
able to examine any such pistol. Proceeding further
along this line of thinking, presentation Ortgies pis-
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[image: image7.jpg]Slides of three 6 35mm
Ortgies, showing the var-
jations in slide markings.
Note the top (early) is
slightly shorter.

Werk Erfurt,

tols, cased or otherwise, were probably not offered for
sale or presented as gifts. If so, no such pistol has yet
surfaced.

Prototypes do exist, however: I have a 6.35mm pro-
totype in my collection serial number 754. I may also
have another in 9mm—so far I have not been able to
authenticate it. Serial number is 20515, a commer-
cial model.

Ortgies Rifles
Ortgies rifles are found in caliber 5.4mm or, as we
call it, 22 Short and 22 Long Rifle. So far I have seen
only two models of this rifle: The first is a plain,
standard, rifle with a flat board type stock with no

’ s & TS e
Very late grip medallion, clearly showing the highly
stylized cat that was the late Ortgies trademark.
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butt plate. The rear sight is formed by bending the
forward part of the breechblock housing upward. Se-
rial numbers are stamped into the wood on the front
of the forestock. The Ortgies emblem of the couchant
cat is stamped into the top of the receiver, and also on
the left side of the stock.

The second version is a deluxe model with a longer
barrel, sling swivels, a dovetailed rear sight milled
into the receiver and a full contoured stock with a
steel butt plate. The pistol grip is checkered. Serial
number locations vary: Early models have the serial
number stamped into the stock under the butt plate.
Later models have the serial number stamped on the
bottom of the breechblock, the bottom of the barrel
extension, and the inletted part of the stock. Also, the
last two digits of the serial number are stamped on
some parts. There is also stamped on the stock under
the butt plate a stock number with a corresponding
number stamped on the reverse of the butt plate. The
Ortgies emblem of the couchant cat is stamped on top
of the receiver and also the butt plate. The stock has
the cat emblem made of wood inlaid into the left side.
All rifles examined by the author are stamped on top
of the receiver Model L If there was to be a "Model
11" it apparently never was manufactured. None have
surfaced to date.

Ortgies Shotguns
A very unusual shotgun bears the Ortgies emblem
of the couchant cat. It is a 12 gauge automatic and
was manufactured at the Deutsche Werke at Erfurt,
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eceiver and reads:
DEUTSCHE WERKE ERFURT
WALTHERS PATENT
A two-line address of very small type but all capital
etters. Preceding the address is the Ortgies emblem
['of the cat. The butt plate also has the emblem of the
| Ortgies cat molded into it.
| 'The gun itself is a gunsmith’s nightmare. It uses a
toggle action system much like the famous Luger
pistol, but the joint breaks downward rather than
upward as in the Luger. The toggle system is totally
enclosed, including the breechblock, which is
shrouded by a metal cover which retracts with the
breech block on recoil to expose the ejection port. The
action is worked by a crank on the right side of the
receiver. The recoil springs and the toggle springs
extend into the butt stock. The magazine is in the
fore-end.

This unusual gun is of top quality, with parts
forged and machined. Over 60 parts comprise its ac-
tion. By pressing a release on the front of the receiver
the magazine assembly extends downward by spring
action, to allow charging. Simply pressing upwards
on the magazine returnsit to place. It was apparently
manufactured in the early 1920s and uses the old
standard 2%-inch shells (12 gauge x 65mm). I do not
know if it was manufactured in any other gauges.
This shotgun is certainly very rare and this is the
only example yet encountered.

Another, much cheaper, shotgun also bears the
Ortgies emblem. It is a 9mm rimfire model looking
like the plain 22 rifle with the flat board stock. In fact
it is identical to the 22 except for the barrel and
extractor, and is a single-shot Flobert action. Very
few are known to exist.

In Conclusion

The Ortgies pistol was an advanced design in its
day. It featured smooth outlines, no projecting cor-
ners, no openings through which dirt could enter, and
excellent balance; few and extremely solid parts (all
forged), and (with exceptions) no screws.

Ortgies pistols have a grip or squeeze safety of
unusual design. With the pistol cocked the safety

Ortgies 12-gauge automatic shotgun, utilizing a
toggle joint action but bearing the legend ““Wal-
ther's Patent”” as well as Ortgies markings.

button can be depressed allowing the grip safety to be
forced rearward by the firing pin spring. This rear-
ward movement blocked the sear while relieving
some of the tension on the firing pin spring. The
action has no hammer so it uses the spring-loaded
striker or firing pin to discharge the cartridge.

Another function of the striker is to act as the
ejector after the pistol has fired, pushing the spent
casing away from the breech block and ejecting it as
the slide traveled rearward. (This method was also
used in the early Colt and Browning pocket pistols.)
The grips are fastened by a unique spring loaded
clamp which presses into a recess on the inner rear-
ward edge of the grips, holding them firmly in place.
This method of fastening eliminates the need for grip
screws. However, some models of Ortgies pistols do
have a grip screw fastening the grips to the frame.

This pistol, although simple and inexpensive, was
highly efficient. This point was proven adequately
during all principal shooting competitions in 1921.
The caliber 7.65mm pistol won more than 70 percent
of all prizes, and at the championship shooting com-
petition at Halensee, Germany, on September 26,
1921, the Champion, Mr. Janich, used an Ortgies
pistol.

Collectors of Ortgies pistols have found data and
information very hard to obtain on calibers, manu-
facturers, dates, production figures, etc. Almost all of
the information in this work has evolved from exam-
ination of pistols collected and seen by the author and
scraps of information obtained by other collectors and
passed on to me.

This work is by no means complete, though I be-
lieve it to be the most comprehensive look at Ortgies
pistols to date. I also believe new information will
turn up in the future, especially since readers can
now examine pistols in their collections, find a cate-
gory to put them into and discover new variations.

Pistol collecting can be fun and rewarding. Pocket
pistols, though as yet not too expensive, can still
offer a challenge to finding rare and unusual var-
iations from which to build a meaningful collection.
The art of locating a new variation is true gun collect-
ing at its best. °
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